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Write down your answer 


Answer on page 6 


The Museum of Dartmoor Life is participating in a project called The Wild 
Escape, to unite hundreds of museums and galleries with schools and families 
to find nature in their collections. Art charity Art Fund, supported by Arts 
Council England, want you to create some artwork inspired by the museum's 
collection and for us to bring them all together in a collective work of art that 
imagines a better future for the wildlife on our doorstep. 


In the Museum's archive we came across a box of microscope slides that had 
been produced in the 1930's and belonged to local man Gordon Parsons. 
They had been gifted to the museum in the 1980's along with his small brass 
microscope and camera. There was a handwritten sheet of paper explaining 
what the slides were of, but we could not see if they had survived the decades. 


Thanks to Exeter University, Falmouth Campus, we were able to look at and 
record what was on the slides, using their high-tech microscopes. We were 
amazed and hope you will be too. 


Dartmoor has a beautiful, fascinating and complex eco system which must 
be preserved. What you can see with the naked eye is incredible but under 
the microscope there is a whole amazing and magical world to discover. We 
hope this inspires you to love and protect Dartmoor and to produce a piece 
of artwork based on what you see. 


Art Fund_ 


LS y - ae coy, 
v% eo % 
f 


Sy, 
Vous 


Supported using public funding by 


ARTS COUNCIL 
ENGLAND 


LOTTERY FUNDED 


Gordon Parsons - Naturalist 


Gordon Ernest Daniel Parsons was born on 27* July 1909 in Chagford and 
Died 9% July 1990 in Torquay after spending most of his life working in 
Okehampton. 


His parents were Ernest and Ellen Parsons and they lived at Downton Cottage 
Chagford. They were tailors by trade. 


Gordon went to Chagford School but did 
not have the opportunity to receive further 
education so his family paid for him to do 
correspondence courses from the Workers 
Educational Association. It may have © 
been one of these courses that started his 
interest in nature and wanting to see what 
his naked eyes could not. 


Looking through his microscope must have 
been like peering into a magical world. 


Gordon looked at things he found on Dartmoor and in his own home. 


He became very skilled at putting things he could barely see onto glass slides 
and then he would examine them through his tiny microscope. 


Here are some of Gordon's slides. 
Can you guess what they are of? 
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What would you do with your free time if you did not have 


phones, computers and televisions? 


What do you think children did for fun in the 1920's and 30's? 


Maybe sports, board games, walking, singing, cubs, brownies and scouts, 
reading and collecting things. 


What sort of things might people have collected? 

Do you think this is a good idea? 

What about collecting birds’ eggs and butterflies? This is not a good idea. 
Collecting helped to cause some creatures to become extinct or endangered. 
Do you know what Extinct means? 

Extinct is when a species no longer exists on our planet, so it is lost forever. 


We know that we must strive to protect our wildlife and our planet. 


What can we do to help save our planet and the species 


that live on it? 


1. Itis essential that we preserve and increase the different habitats that all 
creatures, flora and fauna need. 


2. We need to stop using fossil fuels which destroy the ozone layer that 
protects the earth. 


3. We should try to use public transport, bicycles or our feet whenever 
possible, instead of cars. 


. We should buy local and recycle what we don’t need. 
. Ifyou have a garden make it wildlife friendly and then see who moves in. 
. Plant trees. 
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. Support charities who are working to save our planet and everything 
on it. 
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Nature under a microscope 


We want you to look at nature under a microscope and use what you see 
to inspire a piece of artwork. It could be a beautiful pattern, or what you 
see might remind you of something completely different, or you may just 
want to copy exactly what the microscope shows. A creative response to 
UK biodiversity loss. Put your name and what you were looking at on your 
artwork and make your pictures as colourful as you want. 


On Earth Day, Saturday 22" April, we will be sticking all your artwork into a 
massive outline of a rare Dartmoor butterfly called a High Brown Fritillary. 
It is known for being Great Britain's most threatened butterfly and is listed 
as a vulnerable species under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. Since 
the 1950's the number of these has declined by 96%! It only lives where wild 
violets bloom so we need to ensure that we look after the violets habitat to 
provide the food source for these butterflies’ larvae. Thanks to charities such 
as Devon Wildlife Trust, Butterfly Conservation, Natural England, Dartmoor 
National Park Authority, National Trust and with the help of local farmers, the 
good news is that their numbers are currently on the rise. 


Earth ry is an annual event that was first held ~~ 


on the 22nd April 1970 to demonstrate support 


for environmental protection. 


Over one billion people from 193 countries take 
part in many events which can be seen at 
www.earthday.org 


The official theme for 2023 is 
‘Invest in Our Planet’ 


